Library of Congress

Thomas Jefferson to John Tyler, April 26, 1806, The
Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve Volumes. Federal
Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul Leicester Ford.

TO JOHN TYLER J. MSS.
Washington, Apr. 26, 06.

Dear Sir, —Your favor of Mar. 25 has been received, & the letter therein inclosed is
referred to the Secretary of the Navy, who will give it just consideration whenever a
vacancy in the body of midshipmen occurs. If anything can be done he will give notice of it.

Congress have just closed a long & uneasy session, in which they had great difficulties
external & internal to encounter. With respect to the ex-basha of Tripoli, & many other
more important matters, such a spirit of dissension existed, & such misrepresentations of
fact, that it will be difficult for the public to come at truth. The change in the British Ministry
& the events of Europe will | think insure a friendly settlement with her. Whether we shall
obtain the same from France & Spain is more doubtful. At the beginning of the session it
was in our power, but if passion should there be opposed to passion here, the issue may
become serious: and if peace takes place in Europe immediately, a great obstacle to the
indulgence of passion will be withdrawn. Should the war however continue another year,
cool sober sense on both sides may befriend both. Unexpected & strange phaenomena in
the early part of the session, produced a momentary dismay within the walls of the House
of R, However the body of republicans soon discovered their true situation, rallied to their
own principles, and moved on towards their object in a solid phalanx: in so much that the
session did most of the good which was in their power & did it well. Republicanism may
perhaps have lost a few of it's anomalous members, but the steadiness of it's great mass
has considerably increased on the whole my confidence in the solidity & permanence
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of our government. Accept my friendly salutations & assurances of constant esteem &
respect.
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